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The SINGER 99 Sewing Machine is· another in a 
long l_ine of products resulting from the skill and 
' ~\ 

a~ility of SINGER craftsmen. 

Copyright© 1957 by The Singer Manufacturing Company 

"A Trode Mark of THE t~NGER MA~UFACTURING COM?ANY 
-✓ -r . ,. 
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-Jrs THE OWN 
i SINGER SEWI G • • 

Y du have a machine made with the same care 
and era£ tsmanship that have been the hall
mark of SINGER products for more than a 
~entury. We are acutely aware that Slr 1 GER 
Sewing Machines have become an American 
tradition and are intensely proud of, and de
termined to continue, this heritage. 

Your SINGER ((99·~ is the product of this 
pride, determination and the unsurpassed tech
nical. skill of SINGER. This smooth-running 
machine, combined with your own skill, will 
bring you a new world of sewing enjoyment. 
Exclusive dresses for yourself, clothing for your 
family and a multitude of items for your home 
will be yours-all at a fraction of their ready· 
made cost. 
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WHA -1 
Over 1400 
the nite 
sew. 

E E VICE MEANS TO YOU 
~E !ING CENTERS in 

alone ser e wo1nen who 

I STR UCTIO J by skilled teachers are given 
to purchasers of new SINGER Sewing.Machines 
at no extra charge. Budget courses in- hon1e 
dressmaking, home decoration and Fashion 
Stitching are also available. 

REPAIR SERVICE is as co9venient as your 
telephone. Whenever your n1achine needs ad
j us tmen t, a trained SINGER representative 
will call at your home. SINGER* Service as
sures excellent workmanship, guaranteed re
pairs and SINGER~'f parts. An esti1nate is 
given for your approval. ./ 
And remember, your SINGER SEWING 
CENTER and the SINGER Service car are 
identified by the f arnous SINGER Red "S". 
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The SINGER~: Electric Motor 

is loc1.ted at the back of the machine 

and is regularly furnished for operation 
I 

on an alternating .current of 110-120 

volts, 2 5-7 5 cycles, or on 110-120 volts 
. . 

direct current. Special mot'ors can be 

furnished for direct or alternating cur

rent for any voltage between 50 and 

250, and for 32 volts direct current. _ 
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Before Inserting Electric Plug 

be sure that voltage and number of 

cycles stamped on motor nameplate are 

within the range marked on the electric 

meter installed by, the electric power 

company. 

To Connect the Machine to 
Electric Service Line 

Attach the terminal plug at the end· of 

the electric cord to the nearest electrical 

outlet, and the machine is ready for op

eration. 
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To turn the spotlight "on" or "off", 
turn. th.e knurled switch A, Fig. 2 over 
to the right.· "' 
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To Remove and Replace the Bulb 
/ 

To .. remove ·bulb, first disengage lens 
B, Fig. 2 by pressiqg it inward and turn
ing it ½ turn to clear the lens stops. 
Lens will then drop out into your hand. 

• 4 

!he _bulb is !hen removed by unscr~w~ 
1ng 1t from its socket in the spotl'.ight., ~ 
To replace, screw the bulb into the 
socket, then replace the lens. 
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Before replacing lens B make sure lens ~ 
spring is in place. Then insert lens and 

• turn it approximately ½ turn to hold 
lens behind stops. . 

CAUTION: Wherr you have finished 
your sewing, always disconnect the plug 
from the electric outlet. 

Fig. 2. Spotli~ht 
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TO OIL Y.HE MACHINE 

OIL OIL 
E------:a 
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Fig. 3, Front View, 
Showing Oilin Points 



If the machine i u ed ontinuou Iy it 
should be oiled dail . If moderately 
used an occasional oilin i ufficient. 

' 
Apply one drop of oil to each of the 
places indicated in Figs. 3, 4, 5 and 6, 
and carefully clean the machine to in
sure smooth and satisfactory perform
ance. Oil holes are provided in the ma
chine for bearings which cannot be di- • 
rectly reached. 

Remove face plate D, Fig. 3 by taking 
out screw C and loosening screw E near 
the top of the plate. Slip plate, from 
under screw E. Oil the points indicated 
in Fig. 4 and then replace face plate D. 

'- . 
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Fig. 4. Face Plate Removed, 
Showing Oiling Points 
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OIL 

OIL 

OIL 

OIL OIL 'O I 
Fig. 5. Oiling the Sewing Hook 

Fig. 6. Oiling Points in Base of i\tlachine 
L.. 

To oil the n1echanisn1 under the slide, 
draw the s.lide to the lefL ( as shown in 
Fig. 3) and, after removing the lint and 
dust which may have accumulated ( see 
instructions on page 31), put a few 
drops of oil on the small piece of felt at 

8 

the right of the bobbin ejector at F, 
Fig. 5. The slide should then be closed. 
To oil the parts underneath the bed of 
the n1achine, turn the ma hine back on 
its hinge and apply oil to the oil hole 
an l bearing indi ated in Fig. 6. 
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The motor requires no lubrication. 

BELT 

See that the belt has the correct tension. 
This tension should be only enough to 
keep the belt from slipping.~ If t~e belt 
tension is incorrect, loosen the screw 
HH, Fig. 7, about qne· turn and "allow• 
the motor to drop downward until the 
belt has the correct tension, then 
tighten the screw HH. 

I 

Fig. 7. S,wing Motn QII 99 MadJi1# 
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CHART SHOWING RELATIONSHIP OF TYPES Of f AIRICS, THREAD AND . 
NEEDLE SIZES A'ND MACHINE STITCH SITTINGS 

NEEDLE MACHINE STITCH SETTINGS 
TYPES OF FABRICS THREAD SIZES S ZES 

- Inside Seams Top Stitching 

filmy materials comparable to net, marquisette, 100 Cotton 
organdy, ninon. 00 and 000 Silk 9 20 30 

80 to 100 Cotton 
Sheer materials comparable to lawn, dimity, voile, 50 Embroidery 11 16 20 
batiste, chiffon, rayon sheer, rayon creP.e. Synthetics 

60 to 80 Cotton 
Lightweight materials comparable to gingham, 50 Mercerized 14 12 18 
chambray, sheer wool crepe, taffeta. A Silk 

Medium lightweight materials comparable to pop- 50 to 70 Cotton 
12 16 lin, pique, percale, cretonne, chintz, faille, ben- A Silk 14 

galine, wool flannel, wool crepe, wool jersey. 

Medium heavy materials comparable to crash, gob- 40 to 50 Cotton 
16 10 11 

ordine, rep, corduroy, velveteen. Heavy Duty Mere. 

30 to 40 Cotton 18 
Heavy materials comparable to sailcloth, ddiim, 

24 to 30 Cotton 19 8 10 ticking. 
D Silk 18 or 19 

Very heavy materials comparable to overcoating. 
40 to 60 Linen 

20 to 24 Cotton 21 6 8 

Plastic materials. 50 Mercerized 
Cotton 11 10 12 r 

When ordering needles, always specify "Class and Variety 15 x 1" and state the size and quantity _required. 
You will oblain the best stitching results from your Sewing Ma'chine if ii i.s fitted with o SINGER* Needle 

IO 
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For perfect stitching, thread should be 
selected according to fa bric to be 
stitched and needle must be correct size 
for thread which must pass freely 
through eye of needle. 

TO SET THE NE·EDLE 

Select the correct needle according to 
the table on page 10. Be sure that needle·· 
is not blunt or bent. Raise the needle 
bar to its highest position and loosen 
thumb screw H, Fig. 8 in needle clamp. 
Push needle with its flat side toward 
the right up into needle clamp as far 
as it will go, then tighten the thumb 

11 
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screw H. A screwdriver slot is provided 
for stronger clamping of needle (re
quired for attachments driven from 
needle clamp hub). 

Fig. 8. To Set the N eedJe 



Fig. 9. Up per T breading 
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See Fig. 9 

Place spool of thread on spool pin 
Raise take-up lever S to its highest point 
Lead thread in to thread guide 1 
Down and from right to left between 

tension discs 2 
Into the loop of the take-up spring 3 
Under the slack thread regulator 4 

(not thro_ugh the eye in the thread 
regulator) 

Up and from right to left through hole 
in take-up lever 5 

Down through guide 6 on face plate 
Down through the lower wire guide 7 

From left to right through the eye of 
the needle 8 

Draw about two inches of threa i 
through the eye of the needle with 
which to begin ewing. 



Raise n~edle to its highest point. 

Draw slide plate to the left. 

Press bobbin ejector J, Fig. 1 O, to raise 

bobbin for easy removal. 

TO WIND B 

Hold hand wheel K, Fig. l l, "vith left 

hand and with right hand loosen top 
motion screw L to stop motion of 
stitching mechanism. 

Place empty bobbin on bobbin wind r 
spindle, Fig. 11, 

Turn bobbin until hole in right side 
engages pin in spindle. 

Press bobbin winder downward until 
latch M, Fig. 12, engage . In this 
position latch will hold bobbin in place. 

Place spool on pool pin 1 

Fig. 10. Re,noz•ing the Bohhin 

13 



Fig. 11. Machine Threaded for 
Winding the Bobbin 

• • • • • • • • • 
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Draw thread through guide 2 on arm of 
machine. 
Lead thread from front to rear through 
lower notch of guide 3. 
Pass thread through upper notch of 
guide 3. 
Thread through hole 0, Fig. 12, in 

left side of bobbin from inside. 
The end of the thread must be held by 
hand until it is broken off by the rota
tion of the bobbin. 
Fig. 12 shows bobbin winder in posi
tion for winding. 
When sufficient thread has been wound, 
the bobbin winder is automatically 
released. 
Remove filled bobbin from bobbin 
winder spindl and r ti hr n ~cop 
motion scr w L, Fig. 1 1. 



If thr ad d s not wind even! y on 
obbin loosen screw which holds 

thread guide 3, Fig. 11. 
Turn guide to left if bobbin winds high 
on right. 
Turn guide to right if bobbin winds 
high on left. 

When guide is proper 1 y cen te:ed, ~hread 
will wind evenly across bobbin. Tighten 
guide clamping screw. 

If the pressure of the bobbin winder 
pulley N, Fig. 12, against the hub of 
the hand wheel is insufficient for wind
ing the bobbin, loosen clamping screw 
P, Fig. 12, and set the bobbin winder 
pulley in more positive contact with the 
hand wheel hub. Then tighten clamping 
screw P. 

Fig. 12. Bobbin Winder Adj1,stm nt 
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Hold bobbin between the -thumb and 
forefinger of left hand with. thread 
leading on top from right to left, as 
shown in Fig. 13. 

Fig. 13. Replacing the Bobbin 
16 
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Fig. 14. Threading the Bobbin Case 

Place bobbin into bobbin case and draw 
thread into slot 1, Fig. 14 in the bob
bin case. Draw the thread backward 
between the bobbin case and the tension 
spring until it reaches the notch 2, 
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Fig. 1 5 then pull the thread toward 
the right as shown in Fig. 15. When 
closing the slide, place thread up 
through slot 3, Fig. 16, as shown. 

~{.l'.Y.y:f: 
lo\, , 

'·,: 

ifig. 16. Under Threading Completed 

Fig. 15. Bokbin Case Threaded 
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Have the thread take-up lever at its 
highest position. With the left hand, • 

Fig. 17. Drawing Up the Under Thread 
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hold the needle thread, leaving it slack 
from the hand to the needle. Turn the 
,hand wheel over toward you until the 
needle moves down and up again to its 
highest position, thus catching bobbin 
thread. Draw up the needle thread and 
the bobbin thread will come up with it 
through the hole in the throat plate as 
shown in Fig. 1 7. 

Lay both threads back under the presser 
foot diagonally across the feed, to the 
right or left, depending upon which side 
of the needle the material is to be lo
cated so that when the presser foot is 
lov.rered, the threads will be firmly held 
between the feed and the presser foot. 



TO START SEWING 

Be sure to have thread take-up lever 5, Fig. 9 
in its highest position. 

Place n1aterial beneath the presser foot Q, Fig. 
18, turn the hand wheel to bring the point of the 
needle into the n1aterial, then I wer the presser 
foot by n1eans of presser bar lifter R and start 
to sew. Press the controller pedal to start the 
machine. The speed depends upon the amount 
of pressure on the controller pedal. 

Some materials, such as soft finished sheers, 
nylons, jerseys, tricots and other elastic and 
spongy textiles, require a slight an1ount of assist
a_nce in feeding the goods during sewing opera
tions. 

Fig. 18. To Start Seu·ing 

19 



H • ·er, t 11u h pull will stretch the 
seam create irreo-ular stitching and 
ben the needle. Mo t n1a terials require 
onl., guidin f r be t sewing results. 

The machine ~rill sew its own thread 
when se~Ting from one piece of material 
to another. However, it is not recom
mended that any sewing be done with a 
threaded machine unless some fabric 
is under the presser foot. 

TO R A CORNER 

Pivot on the point of the needle. Stop 
the machine when the needle is in the 
fabric on its upward stroke. Raise the 
presser foot and turn the work as 
desired, the.n lower the presser foot and 
resume sewing. 

20 

BASTING 
The longest stitch, o. 6, on stitch in
dicator plate is satisfactorf fo~ basting 
and is easily remov_ed by cl~pp1ng every 
sixth stitch and w1thdraw1ng the long 
continuous thread. 
Machine basting is firmer, more even 
and much quicker than hand basting. 

TO SEW BIAS SE 
Use a short .stitch when sewing bias or 
curved seams to increase the elasticin· 
of the seam and to prevent seam failu{e 
under strain. No change in tensions is 
required. 

TO REMOVE THE 
Stop the machine with the thre d ta ·e
up lever;, Fig. 9 at its highest point. . 
Raise · the presser foot by means ot 
presser bar lifter R, Fig. 18 draw the 
fabric back and to the left and ever 



the thread on thread cutler S, l;ig. 18. 
Pla e end of threads under presser foot. 

CAUTION: . . 
When the machine is not 1n use, raise 
the presser foot by r:n~ans of presser bar 
lifter R to prevent 1nJury to the presser 
foot and the feed T, Fig. 18. 

0 REGULATE LENGTH 
OF STITCH 
The machine is adjustable to make from-
6 to 30 stitches per inch, as indicated by 
the numerals on the stitch indicator 
plate. 
The "red dot" indicator U, Fig. 19 
in the slot at the left indicates the stitch 
setting. 
To regulate the length of stitch, turn 
thumb nut V, Fig: 19 on lever away 
from the stitch indicator plate as far as 
necessary. 

21 

Fig. 19. To Regulate Stitch Length 

Move the lever at V until the· ·r d doc" 
indicator U is at the d ir d tirch er
ting. Then turn thumb nut V in\ ard 
until it touch indicator place. The 
machine is now t to ti tch the de ired 
numb r of tirche p r inch in a for
ward dir ction. 



t E DIR.ft"l~ , , 

F EED 

For Back Tacking, raise the lever to 
the upper end of the indicator plate. 
The machine will then stitch in a re
verse direction, making it easy to fasten 
the ends of seams. 

TO REGULATE PRESSURE 
ON PRESSER FOOJ 
For ordinary sewing, the pressure of the 
presser foot on the material seldom re
quires changing. Heavy materials re
quire more pressure than light weight 

e e o • • o • • • • • 
n1aterials. The pressure should be only 
heavy enough to prevent the material 
from rising with the needle and to en
able the feed to move the work along 
evenly without side creeping. To in
crease the pressure, turn the thumb 
screw W, Fig. 2 0 clockwise or down
ward. To lighten the pressure, turn the 
thumb screw W so that it scre-\VS up
ward. 

Fig. 20. Thumb Scretv for Regulating 
Pressure on Presser Foot 

22 



Thread Tensions 

For perfect stitching, the tension on the 
needle and bobbin threads must be 
heavy enough to pull the threads to t!1e 
center of the thickness of the material 
and make a firm stitch, as shown in 
Fig. 21. If the needle thr.ead lies straight 
along the top side of the material, the 
tension on the needle thread is too 
heavy or the tension on the bobbin 
thread is too light, as shown in Fig. 22. 
If the bobbin thread lies straight along 
the underside of the material, ·the ten
sion on the needle thread is too light or 
the tension on the bobbin thread is too 
heavy, as shown in Fig. 23. 

23 

~-~ 
Fig. 21. Perfect Stitching 

~ ~ ---~ 
Fig. 22. Imperfect Stitching 

Fig. 23. Imperfect titchin 



TO L 

Th ten ion n the needle thread can be 
e ted onl ~ hen the presser foot is 

do" 1n. 
The numerals «O" to «9" on dial X, 
Fig. 24 indicate the different degrees of 
tension that can be obtained. The num
bers do not denote size of thread or 
ounces of tension. 

When the tension has been correctly set, 
note the number at the indicator line Y, 
Fig. 24 so that this setting may be re
gained should the tension be altered for 
special work. 

To increase tension, turn the thumb 
nut Z, ~ig. 24 ~radually to the right 
( clockw1se) until the required tension 

Fig. 24. To Reg11/a1e 
Needle Thread Tension 

24 

is obtained. Each higher number de
notes increased tension. 

To decrease tension, turn the thumb 
nut Z gradually to the left (counter
clockwise) until the required tension is 
obtained. Each lower number denotes 
less tension. 

The tension indicator Y is marked with 
the signs + and -, which indicate the 
direction in which to turn the thumb 
nut Z for more or less tension. 



The ten ion on the bobbin thread is reg·· 
ulated b the screw A, Fig. 25 which is 
nearest the center of the tension spring 
on the outside of the bobbin case. To in
crease the tension, turn screw A over to 
the right. To decrease the tension, turn 

this screw to the left. 

When the tension on the bobbin thread 
has been once properly adjusted, it is 
seldom necessary to change it. A cor
rect stitch can usually be obtained by 
varying the tension on the needle thread. 

2 
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TO I 
ENS,IDN 

Turn the thumb nut B, Fig. 26 to the 
left until the numeral "O" on the num
bered dial stops opposite the center line 
between the plus and minus signs, then 

J 

l 
t 
N 

press in the dial to disengage the pin C, 
Fig. 26 in the thumb nut from the dial, 
and remove the thumb nut and dial, 
stop washer E, tension spring F, indi
cator G, the two tension discs L, and 
the thread take-up spring N. 

C B 

Fig. 26. Needle Thread Tension Disassernbled 
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-•-it tB,RIAD TENSION 

l lake sure that the tension rel~asing pin 
J is in place in the stud 0, then place 
the thread take-up spring on the stud, 
having the tail ( inside the coil) of this ,, 
spring in one of the grooves T of the 
stud, and with the large loop N of the 
spring resting against the thread take
up spring_ regulator at M, Fig. 27. 

~i~. 27 shows the spring in correct po
sition on th~ stud. The tail of the 
spring is not visible in these illustra
ti~ns,_ b~t its locatiqn, inside the spring 
coil, 1s indicated by K, Fig. 26. 

• 
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Fig. 27. Needle Thread Take-up Spring 

Fig. 2 eedle Thre d Tension 
Discs i • e,nble I 



Pl~ce the t\"\ o ten ion discs L, Fig. 22 
\vith their flat thread-bearing sides to

ether in position on the stud O and 
ith the loop N of the thread take-up 

spring straddling the discs L as shown 
in Fig. 28. Next replace the indicator G 
v. i th the large open side facing the end 
of the stud and so that the plus and 
minus marks will be at the top with the 
minus sign to the left. Then insert the 
tension spring F in the indicator with 
the first (half) coil of the spring strad
dling the lower half of the stud, as 
shov.'n in Fig. 29. Place the stop washer 
E on the stud so that the extension will 
be above the tension stud. 

If the spring and stop washer are 1n 

correct position, the extension S will 

28 

F E O C B 

Fig. 2!). Reassembling Needle T bread 
Tension 

clear the first (half) coil of the tension 
spring as shown in Fig. 30. 
Next place the numbered dial on the 
stud so that the numeral "2" is oppo ice 
the stop washer extension, then pu h 
the dial to compress the spring, o that 
the thumb nut can be turned nto the 
stutl, carefully guiding the pin C in the 

,., 

..... 
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thumb nut into one of 
the holes of the num
bered dial. Then pro
ceed to adjust the ten -
sions as instructed 
below. 

Fig. 30. Stop Washer 
and Tension Spring 

ADJUST THE 
EEDLE THREAD TENSION 

Lower the presser bar and turn the 
numbered dial D to bring the numeral 
ttl" opposite the center line Y, Fig. 24 
between the plus and minus signs on 
the tension indicator. Press the num
bered dial inward as far as it will go, 
and turn the thumb nut B until the pin C 
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engages nc of che holes 1n the num
bered dial. Turn --he humb nut, o
gether with the nu--rbered dial, to the 
left. This should cause the numeral "O" 

to stop opposite the center line if the 
tension is properly assembled. Now in
sert the pin C of the thumb nut B in 
different holes of the numbered dial un
til one is found which gives a slight 
perceptible tension on No. 5 0 mercer
ized thread when the thumb nut is 
turned to the extreme left and the num
eral tto" is opposite the center line. This 
tension gradually increases ,vith the 
turn of the thumb nut to the right, pro
viding a full range of tensions from 
light to heavy with one revolution of 
the thun1b nut. 



TO 
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The tension on the thread take-up 
spring N, Fig. 29 should be just suffi
cient to take up the slack of the needle 
thread until the eye of the . needle 
in its descent reaches the material. 

If the tension on the thread take-up 
spring requires adjustment, disassemble 
the needle thread tension as instructed 
on page 26, and place the end of the 
spring N in the groove which produces 
the correct tension. Reassemble the 
need le thread tension as instructed on 
pages 27, 28 and 29. 

30 
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TO ADJUST THE 
BOBBIN THREA E 

First adjust the needle thread tension 
as instructed on page 29. Then, using 
No. 50 mercerized thread in both the 
needle and the bobbin, and using t,vo 
thicknesses of thin material under the 
presser foot, turn the numbered dial, by 
means of the thumb nut, to bring he 
numeral "4" opposite the center line-. A 
few stitches should now be made in the 
material and then examined to see if 
the stitch is properly locked in the ma
terial. If the bobbin thread shows on 
top, the tension on the bobbin threa 
should be increased. If the needle thread 
shows on the bottom, the tension on the 
bobbin thread should be decrea ed. 



.-\ \\·ide ran c e f n1at rial and threads 
an n w be a on1n1odated without 

further adju tn1ent of the bobbin thread 
tension. 
An change in tension, required to ob
tain a pi:oper stitch to suit different ma
terials being sewn, can be made by a 
slight adjustment of the tension on the 
needle thread only. 

C EAN THE STilTCH 
FO MING MECHANl'SM 
After considerable use, the stitch form
ing mechanism of the machine may be
come clogged with lint and this may in
terfere with the perfect operation of the 
machine. 

Occasionally remove the bobbin case 
from the machine, according to the 
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folJow1ng 1n tr 1c JO 5, nd remove any 
lint, etc., which has ccumulated in the 
machine. 

TO REMO 
Operator Being at the 
Front of the Machine 

s 

Raise the needle to its highest position 
by turning the hand wheel over to\var 
you. Draw the slide plate AA Fig. 31 

Fig. 1. hd Pl it llJOl 



li htl to the left then lift its right 
hand en and draw it toward the 
needle until it is disengaged from the 
spring BB in the bed of the machine. 

Insert the forefinger of the left hand 
under the latch CC, Fig. 32, raise the 
latch just high enough to clear the edge 
at DD and then move the latch toward 
you. 

Under no circumstances must the 
screw EE be loosened. The loosening 
of this screw will change the clearance 
for the thread between the bobbin case 
and the bobbin case position bracket. 

32 

Fig. 32. Raising the Bobbin Case Late h 

Hold the bobbin case between the fore
finger and the thumb of the left hand as 
shown in Fig. 33. Tilt the bobbin case 
to the left and at the same time lightl 
turn the right or forked end toward ou 
so that it is moved out of en a ement 
with the sewing hook. Then tilt the b b
bin case toward the right nd rem e it. 



Operator Being at the 
Front of the Machine 

See that the needle is raised to its high
est position and that the latch C~, Fig. 
34 is raised from the slot FF, Fig. 34 
and moved toward you. 

Fig. 33. Removing the Bobbin Case 

Hold the bobbin case between the fore
finger and thumb of the left hand, as 
shown in Fig. 33. Insert the forked end 
of the bobbin case under the throat 
plate so that the fork straddles the end 
of the bobbin case position bracket GG, 
Fig. 34. Then, with a slight twisting 

Fig. 4. Bobbin Ca.re Position Bracket 



motion of the b bbin a e to the left 
and to the ba k lightl pre it down
" ard until the edge of the sewing hook 
engages in the groove under the rim of 
the bobbin case. 

Having set the bobbin case into the cor
rect position, lock the latch CC, Fig. 34 
in the notch FF, Fig. 34 to hold the 
bobbin case in place. 

TO REPLACE SLIDE PLATE 

Replace the slide plate from the right, 
as shown in Fig. 3 5, being careful to 
see that the two ends of the spring BB 
enter the grooves on the underside of 
the slide platt. 

• 

Fig. 35. Replacing the Slide Plate 



Breaking of Needles 
Might be Caused by: 

1. Improper size ·of needle .for thread 
and material-see page 10. 

2. Bent needle. 

3. Pulling of material when stitching. 

4. Needle striking an improperly fast
ened presser foot or attachment. 

• 
5. Crossing too thick seams with too 

small a needle. 
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Breaking of Needle Thread 
Might be Caused by: 

1. A knot in thread. 

2. Improper threading-see page 12. 

3. Upper tension is too tight - see 
page 23. 

4. Needle not pushed up as far as it 
will go into needle clamp - see 
page 11. 

5. Needle blunt or bent. 

6. Thread too coarse for needle - see 
page 10. 

7. Roughened hole in throat plate . 

8. Improper arrangement of threads to 
start ewing- ee page 18. 



Brea in of o bin Thread 
i ht be Caused by: 

• • 

1. In1proper threading of bobbin case 
-see pages 16 and 17. 

2. Bobbin thread tension too tight -
see page 25. 

kipping of Stitches 
Might be Caused by: 

1. Needle not pushed up as far as it 
will go into needle clamp - see 
page 11. 

2. Needle blunt or ben . 

3. Needle too small for bread _ ee 
page 10. 

If machine runs heavily after tandint.: 

idle for a long period, apply iew drop 

• of kerosene at all oilin places, run m -

chine for a few minute , then ·1 e 
clean and oil the machine- ee pages 6, 

7, 8 and 9. 

Free instruction for using the machine is gladly given at an 

SINGER SEWING 
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THE ATTA MENTS 
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E L TE 

The purpose of this plate 
is to cover the feed unit in 

the machine so that darning and free 
morion embroidery work can be done 
~'ith ease. It is attached to the bed of 
rbe machine and is used without the 
presser foot. 

APPLICATIONS 

Mending 
Darning 
lvf.onograms 

Decorative Designs 
Reinforcement 
Outline Stitching 
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PREPARATIO 

Remove the presser foot. Attach the 
feed cover plate by drawing to the left 
the slide plate that covers the bobbin 
case. Hook the cover plate under the 
edge of the throat plate and bring the 
needle hole in line with the hole in th 
throat plate. Press the cover into posi
tion and close the slide. • 

One change in threading is n c arv. 
The needle thread is led through ch 
eye in the regulator in t ad und r it 
as for regular ev ing. t th tit h 
regulator to a neutral p iti n • use 
above #30. o t n i n ad1u~tm nt .. lr 

needed. 
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Use a #14 needle with a #SO mercerized 
-thread and a #9 or #11 needle for em
broidery or silk threads depending on 
their fineness. 

NOTE: Needle thread is led through 
eye in regulator as illustrated. 



MENDI G A TEAR 

Trim ragged edges from tear and baste 
a patch to the underside for reinforce
ment. Place the work in embroidery 
hoops to hold it taut. Slide the work 
under the needle so that the fabric lies 
f]ar against the feed cover plate. Hold 
the needle thread loosely with the left 
hand, turn the hand wheel over, draw
ing the bobbin thread up through the • 
fabric with the loop of the needle 
thread. Activate tension on the needle 
thread by lowering the presser bar lever. 
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Holding both threads, move the hoops 
\ ith a back and forth motion, stitchjng 
across the tear and laying the stitches 
closely cogether. For extra reinforce
ment stitching can be worked in the 
opposite direction over the original 
stitches. Finish by trimming a \Vtl y any 
excess fabric from patch. 

0 • 
MONOGRAMMING 

Prep~re the machine as for mending. 
P.enc1l ?r transfer the initials to the 
right .side of the material. Place the 
work into embroidery hoops and under 
the needle. Remember chat che presser 

• • 
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bar li t'T mu t b d \\'11 or th re will be 
no n dl thr ad t n ion. Bring the 

bbin thr ad up through the fabric 
an h ld th thr ad ends to start stitch
in . Pr ceed to outline the entire mono-

ram ~Tith a short running stitch. To 
fill in the design guide the material in a 
back and forth motion setting down 
long stitches close together. Work a 
small area at a time filling it entirely. 
To finish, pull thread ends through to 
the wrong side of the material and tie. 
Monograms add a personal touch to 
many household articles and wearing 
apparel for the en tire family. 

OUTLINE STITCHING 

All preparation is the same as for mend
ing. The design is transferred to the 
right side of the material and worked in 
a hoop. As the name indicates, the 
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design is outlined by means of a h rt 

running stitch. Various color th ead 
add to the effectiveness of chi imp1e 
technique. 

Designs of this sort accent and ad<l 
interest to plain fabrics in table linens, 
blouses and children's clothes. 
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This foot is de
signed to f acili ta te 
the placement of 
stitching close to 
a raised edge. It is 

attached to machine in place of the 
regular presser foot and may be adjusted 
to either the right or left side of the 
needle, ~rithout removing j t from the 
machine The hinged flexible foot rides 
easily over cross seams. 

APP ICAJIONS 
Zipper Insertion 
Corded earns 
Tubular d' or 1ng 

Slip Cover Welting 
Shirred Cording 
Corded Headings 

PREPARATIO 

Secure the zipper foot to he pre er bar 
as !ou would the regular presser oot. 
Adjustment to the right or left of the 
needle is made by loosening the thum 
screw at the back. Check the position of 
the foot by lowering the needle into the 
side notch making sure it clears the 
~oot. Lock it into position by tighten
ing the thumb screw. 

SKIRT ZIPPER INSER 
Machine baste the placket opening of 
the skirt and press this eam open. 
Attach the zipper foot to the machine 
and position it to the right f che 
needle, Open the zipper. 



Pla e the zipper face down on the seam 
allowance with the edge of the teeth at 
the seam line. Turn the back seam al
lowa~ce away from the body of the 
skirt. Stitch the zipper tape to the seam 

allowance. Move the foot to the left. 
Close the zipper and turn it face up. 
Smooth back the seam allowance at the 
edge of the zipper. Top stitch it to the 
tape close to the folded edge. 



Turn zipper face down. Turn work to 
right side and pin in place Baste. Move 
the foot to the right. Stitch across the 
lo~er _end of the zipper and up to the 
wa1stl1ne. Remove basting. 
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WELTING and CO E E s 
Cable cord comes in a variety of izes 
and when covered with a firmly woven 
fabric makes an excellent seam finish. 
Fine corded seams are used in expensive 
blouses and lingerie. Children· s dresses 
and coats often have corded accents. 
The corded seam is a typical treatment 
for slip covers, bedspreads and ocher 
fa bric furnishings for the home. 

Welting. Corded welting i prepared 
in advance and then titch d into the 
seam. Use either elf or contrasting 
fabric to cover th ord. 
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Cut into true bias strips 1¼ inches wide 
plus three times the width of the cord. 
Sew strips together for desired length. 
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Adjust the zipper foot to the left of 
the needle. Encase the cord in the 
bias strip by stitching close to the 
cord using a stitch Jength suitable 
to the fabric. Do not crowd the stitch 
agaiusr the cord. 



• -ee~.,co 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Corded Seams. The zipp r foot adjusts 
to the right or left to permit the seams 
to be stitched conveniently. le is best 
first co stitch welting to a single seam 
edge, just outside the scam line. 

Lay the second scam edge over the at
tached welting :1nd pin or ba cc. Turn 
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the 1wvork so that the first stitching is 
visible. As a final seep co enclose the 
welting in the seam, stitch beyond 
che first line of stitching, crowding 
the cord. This method produces evenly 
joined seam edges and tightly set 
cording. 
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TUBULAR CORDING 

nt.t l ' an I ~ff "Cti , h n 
, •. • I gin~. fag ting, button 
t ilrh•rri kn( C' . 

. , tp to l ·sin.:<l ltngth, chrc:c:: 
w I I h <>f ·ord plu, one:: inch. 
c, l should ht: double the 

> t h - . r i l . Sh a pc a point at one 
.li; ,trip and stw chc c<:nt ·r of 

t; hi poun on tht: wr ng 
- t ·r J a L 
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Fold the point and half of the _conri?u
ous piece of filler cord to t~e right st~e 
of che material. Fold the bias over this 
half of the cord, leaving the remainder 
uncovered. 

Adjust for a short stitch and set the 
zipper foot to the left. Stitch, forming 
a funnel shape at the turned point. 
Taper for about one inch and then 
crowd the stitching against the cord, 
ac the same time stretching the bias. 
~are shouJd be taken to a void stitching 
into the turned point when forming 
the funnel. 
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Trim seams to½". Hold the end of the 
encased cord while working the bias 
back over the uncovered portion. 

A smooth, tightly covered cord will 
result. 

• 
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SHIRRED CORDING 

Fullness can be attractively controlled 
using decorative elastic or cable cord. 
Mark or crease a fold line and lay the 
cord along it. Fold the fabric over the 
cord and stitch closely with the zipper 
foot. Insert as many lines of cording 
as needed. Stitch across the cord at one 
end of the work. Shirr fabric along 
the cord to desired fullness. To hold 
shirring permanently in place stitch 
across the opposite ends. When release 
of fullness for laundering is desired, 
cord ends may be tied instead of stitched. 
Corded headings for curtains, vanity 
skirts and dust ruffles can be made in 
this way. 

• • • 
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THE SEAM GUIDE 

This attachment 
aids the: straight 
stitching of seams 

and edges, guiding the fabric evenly at 
a desired distance from the needle. It is 
attached to the bed of the machine by 
means of a thumb scre,v in either of the 
two threaded holes provided. Stitching 
may be spaced at any distance between 
½" and 1¾" from an edge. This guide 
is used in connection ,vith a presser foot. 
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APPLICATIONS 

Seams 
Top Stitching 
Seay Stitching 

SEAMS 

• • • • • • 

Tucks 
Simple Binding 
Decorative cicching 

To guide seam stitching straight and 
parallel to the edge of the fabric, fasten 
the attachment to the machio and 
adjust for proper scam ,vidth. Make 
sure that the guide is aligned with the 
presser foot. 



------;---- ----·->~ 

Pin seam edges together and baste if 
necessary. Hand basting can be elimi
nated on easy-to-handle fabrics. Place 
pins with the points toward the seam 
edge, so that they nip into the fabric 
at the stitching line. The hinged presser 
foot will ride freely over the points. 
When stitching, guide the fabric edges 
lightly against the guide. 
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Curved seams require additional treat
ment in handling. A shorter stitch 
should be u~ed to provide greacer 
elasticity and strength. To guide a 
uniform seam allowance the area h
ment should be set at an angle, so th.ic 
the end closest to the needle acts as 

a guide. 



T,OP T:ITCHING 

Thi i a simple and practical way to 
accent the lines of a garment and at the 
am time give additional firmness. 

\\1ich the aid of the seam guide both 
sin<rle and multiple rows of stitching 
can be placed expertly along lapel and 
facing edges, around collars-and pockets 
and as a hem finish. 

A subtle effect is achieved by using 
marching thread; contrasting threads 
add a decorative touch. 
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BINDING 

Binding is an effective way to finish 
raw edges on simple aprons, curtains 
and many household accessories. It is 
attractive when used as a colorful 
fashion accent on cotton dresses and 
play clothes. 

Packaged bindings are available in a 
variety of colors and widths. Self bias 
strips may be prepared ·if desired. If 
the binding is not already folded in 
half, press a center crease. Fold the 
prepared binding over the raw edge 
of the fabric and place under presser 
foot. Lower the needle into the binding 
a short distance from the edge. Slide 
the sea1n guide over to hold the binding 
in position and tighten chw11b screw. 
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Stitch, carefully guiding the edge to 
be bound inside the center fold of the 
tape. 

To Form a Square Corner. Apply 
binding along one side, stitch to the 
edge of the fabric at the corner, but 
not beyond. Remove the work and cut 
thread ends about three inches from 
stitching. 



Turn binding around corner at a righ c 
angle, over the edge of the fabric. Fold 
and crease the binding diagonal]~, into 
a square mitered corner. 

Bring the needle through the binding 
at the corner to hold in place. Lo\.ver 
the presser foot. Hold the thread ends 
of the first stitching in the left hand. 
Stitch slowly, and pull back slightly 
until the corner is clear of the presser 
foot. Fasten and conceal thread ends. 
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TUCKI G 

Tuc½ing is always an interesting fashion 
detail on blouses, lingerie and children's 
clothes. Spacing and depth of tucks 
allow for a variety of effects. 

T~cks are usually formed on the length
~1se thread of the fabric. This grain 
1s firm and f-0r that reason lends itself 
to tucking. 

Prepare by pressing the center fold line 
of the tucks. Adjust the guide to the 
desi_red ~epth, placing the center fold 
against 1t. 

Since tucking is formed and sewn on 
the right side of the fabric, perfect 
tension and stitch adjustments are 
c cntial. 
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Ordinarily the thread is accurately 
ble11ded to the material in color and 
texture, but a boldly contrasting thread 
may also be used to produce variation 
and interest. 

••· ... ,, ... 
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THI IMPORTANCE OF USING 

SINGER NEEDLES AND 

StNGER LUBRICANTS 

FOR YOUR SEWING MACHINE 

NEEDLES 

You will obtain th L , hin , re

n1.t lu n - i IC 1 sulrs from your 
fitted with a r 

J ER 
from any 'I 

aJ m:tn. 

. 
(: \,\I J f1 

< 

,ER 

.1n b pur h e 

R h p r L. GER 
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I GER eedles are contained in the 

l GER Green Needle Packet with the 
fan1 us red letter "S" upon it. 

USE SINGER OIL ON MACHINE 

Kn wing from many years' e .. ,perien e 

the great importance of using g d il. 
I GER sells an extra quality m hine 

il, t pecially prepared for \\'ing ma
chines. 
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ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

lhe improper pl,acing or renewal of the Trade Mark "SI GE " or 

any other of the 'Jrade Marks of The Singer Manufacturing Company 

(all of which are duly Registered Trade Marks) on any machine that has 

been repaired, rebuilt, rec~ndit~oned, or altered in any way whatsoever 

outside a SINGER factory or .an authorized SINGER agency is forbidden. 

Form 20821 
Rev. (357) Printed in U. S.k 



FOR YOUR PROTECTIO��! 

SINGtR Sewing Machines are sold and serviced 
wherever you see the famous SINCER and 
Red "S" Trademarks. 

When your machine needs servicing, call your 
SINGER SEWING CENTER to be sure of 
warranted SINGER parts and-service. 

See address in the classified telephone directory 

SINGtR StWING MACI-HNt COMPANY 

:� .. 




